
Tempe – favourite haunt of Apollo and the Muses 
 
 
 
Thou still unravished bride of quietness, 
Thou foster-child of silence and slow time, 
Sylvan historian, who canst thus express 
A flowery tale more sweetly than our rhyme: 
What leaf-fringed legend haunts about thy shape 
Of deities or mortals, or of both, 
In Tempe or the dales of Arcady? 
What men or gods are these? What maidens loth? 
What mad pursuit? What struggle to escape? 
What pipes and timbrels? What wild ecstasy? 
(Keats: Ode on a Grecian Urn) 
 
Liquid Peneus was flowing, 
 And all dark Tempe lay 
In Pelion's shadow, outgrowing 
 The light of the dying day, 
  Speeded by my sweet pipings. 
The Sileni, and Sylvans, and Fauns, 
 And the Nymphs of the woods and the waves, 
To the edge of the moist river-lawns, 
 And the brink of the dewy caves, 
And all that did then attend and follow, 
Were silent with love, as you now, Apollo, 
  With envy of my sweet pipings. 
(Shelley: Hymn of Pan) 
 
 
Also referred to by Horace and Ovid. 


